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The period 1 January to 31 March was a busy period 
with staff training, The Puku Festival and the SALB 

National Library Week event being highlights

At the recently held Puku Story 
Festival 18 – 21 February 2016 one 
of our narrators, Sarah Rose de 
Villiers, had the privilege of meeting 
and talking to Sindiwe Magona. 

The launch of celebrated author 
Sindiwe Magona’s ‘Chasing 
the Tails of my Father’s Cattle’ 
was one of the highlights of the 
Puku Story Festival. Magona 
is among the artists being 
celebrated in the Department 
of Arts and Culture’s Living 
Legends Legacy Programme.

“I should have been writing for far 
longer than 25 years. Why didn’t 
I start writing earlier on?” asked 
Dr Sindiwe Magona at her book 
launch at the Puku Story Festival. 
“It was simply because I didn’t 

know anyone who looked like me 
who did such a foolish thing and 
called it work.” Magona is not 
just an internationally acclaimed 
and celebrated South African 
author with wise eyes and witty 

words. She is a role model to 
writers, readers and dreamers. But 
Sindiwe Magona doesn’t write to 
receive royalties or win awards.  
She writes to be a role model.

“Our kids are not going to dream 
of becoming ... cont. on page 7   



The genera l  assembly o f  the In te rnat ional  Counci l  on Engl ish Bra i l le 
( ICeB),  meets on 22-26 May in Bal t imore in the Uni ted S ta tes.
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International Council on English 
Braille General Assembly 2016

A member of The South African Braille 
Authority delegation and a Braille 
Consultant of South African Library for 
the Blind (SALB) will be attending the 
General Assembly to present a paper 
titled: “Provision of Braille reading and 
learning material in South Africa:  A 
balance between technology and 
Braille Adding Value and Creating a 
Love of Reading”. 
The aim of the paper is to outline the changes in 
the landscape of providing information in Braille. 
The paper will explore the changes in trends of 
Braille usage, with particular reference to hard 
copy and electronic Braille, hard copy documents  
and Braille versus speech to text. It will outline the 
changing needs of Braille readers; explore ways 
to add value to the Braille reading experience 
for those disadvantaged and advantaged by 
accessibility to technology, as well as outline 
challenges faced around the teaching of Braille 
and technology. Besides technical and practical 
issues, the paper will also attempt to address 

aspects of “creating a love of reading” by adding 
value to the provision of information in Braille with 
the aim of increasing the number of readers and 
maintaining the balance between the use of 
Braille and technology to those technologically 
advanced, and those disadvantaged on the 
African continent. Furthermore, the paper will seek 
to highlight the importance of the Braille hard copy 
for those whom technology such as computers 
and smartphones and assistive devices remains 
inaccessible.

BRAILLE

Some Braille related matters of significance for 
the Braille community in South Africa are: 
The report of the World Braille Council, A report 
on certification: Unified Braille certification for 
transcribers, report back on Braille signage, the 
report of the committee of Braille technology, and 
the meeting of the code maintenance committee.

Various papers will be presented by presenters 
from English speaking countries, members of the 
International Council on English Braille. 

It is hoped to learn from other countries and share 
knowledge to enhance the reading experience at 
SALB.
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International Council on English 
Braille General Assembly 2016

The South African Library for the Blind is a 
member of the Standing Committee for 
Libraries Serving People with Print Disabilities 
(LPD) which is part of the International 
Federations of Library Associations (IFLA). 
The Library attends two meetings of the 
Standing Committee per year. The first 
meeting took place on the 8th and 9th of 
February in Oslo, Norway and was hosted 
by the Norwegian Library of Talking Books 
and Braille.
Apart from South Africa members of the Committee are 
from Sweden, Norway, U.S.A., Croatia, Finland, Egypt, 
Belgium and France. Mr Chris Friend, a representative of 
the World Blind Union attended the meeting as an observer 
and updated the meeting about the ratification process 
of the Marrakesh Treaty. In February 14 countries ratified 
the Treaty out of the required 20 before it will become 
international law. The expectation is that the required 
number of ratifications will be achieved before the end of 
2016. Unfortunately the South African Government has not 
indicated yet whether it will ratify the Treaty. Lobbying in 
this regard is on-going. 

A representative from the Daisy Consortium also briefed the 
meeting about the development of the Epub3 standard. 
It is promoted as the International standard to produce 
accessible reading material and development is done 
in partnership with a host of International Organisations 
including the International Digital Publishing Forum. The 
Library is an Associate Member of the Daisy Consortium 
and is aligning the production of its Audio books to this 
standard. 

Ms Monica Halil LÖvblad, a representative from the 
World Intellectual Property Organisation, also briefed the 
meeting about the work of the Accessible Book Consortium 
(ABC). The Library is a Board Member of the Council and 
participated in the briefing session. The ABC works on 
three initiatives, i.e. Capacity Development, Inclusive 
Publishing and the TIGAR Catalogue. Last mentioned is a 
joint catalogue of 12 International countries, including the 
catalogue of the Library, representing more than 350,000 
fully produced titles in 55 different languages. The Library 
and our members have already benefitted immensely 
from this catalogue and downloaded 180 titles this year 
alone.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: 

The meeting addressed a 
number of standard items such 
as planning, finances, projects 
and communications and other 
matters. An exciting event will take 
place in August this year when 
the Standing Committee will host 
a mini-conference in Louisville, 
Kentucky with the theme: Creating 
an inclusive community of readers. 
The Library plans to participate in 
this event. 

It is of strategic value for the library 
to be a member and actively 
participate in the work of the 
LPD Standing Committee. It is the 
only platform where we meet 
colleagues from Libraries involved 
in the same work we are doing. 
It is the platform where we share 
common challenges, find solutions 
and identify opportunities for 
collaboration to benefit not only the 
organisations but also the members 
of those organisations. 

M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e 

L i b ra r i e s  S e r v i n g  Pe o p l e 
w i t h  P r i n t  D i s a b i l i t i e s  ( L P D )
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From the 29th February - 3rd March 2016 two 

SALB staff members, each from a different 

province, attended a three day training in 

Gauteng, Pretoria at Centurion. 

The training was conducted by Sensory 

Solutions on JAWS installation, and Zoom 

Text software which is to be done in all 

facilities in an effort to sustain the Mini-

Library project. The training was facilitated 

by Mukhtar and Marita of Sensory Solutions. 

Day one covered Job Access With 

Speech (JAWS) installation, Window 7 and 

Microsoft, and procurement of computers 

and administrative rights when it relates to 

licences. 

Day two dealt with Zoom Text, installation 

of the software, how to ‘log in’ and the 

different types of Zoom Text that can be 

used in computers, as well as the use of 

Scanners, Desktop Magnifiers - all specific 

Mini-Library project needs.

Day three provided more focus on file 

management, the use of Internet Explorer, 

and different types of devices were 

overviewed which would make the work of 

the Mini-Library project team more efficient. 

A showcase of products and practical 

implementation of the theory was done by 

the trainers. This day was also used to recap 

on the previous two days. 

The training was an eye opener and 

the SALB staff were exposed to new 

skills as well as technical and theoretical 

information which they are looking forward 

to implementing and sharing with their 

colleagues and the Mini-Library facilities. 

They say they are both also really keen to 

implement the latest equipment which was 

showcased in their training.

Sensory 
Solutions 
Training



sighted learners have already benefitted 
from this programme. Linda Matokazi and 
Ashlynne Magwa visited the SA Library 
for an Apprenticeship programme for a 
period of one week. They both enjoyed the 
programme and benefited from it.  We wish 
them all the best with their future aspirations.

From left to right: Ashlynne Magwa (learner); 
Ms Zodwa Gqolodashe (staff member in 
Audio Production); Linda Matokazi (learner) 

The Library also celebrated remarkable 
long service milestones reached by three 
of their staff members. Ms Charlene Prince 
completed 10 years of service during 
October 2015 and Mrs Helen Samuel and 
Mr Michael Moodie both completed – wait 
for it – 30 years of service in January and 
February 2016 respectively. 

From left to right: Helen Samuel; Francois 
Hendrikz (Director); Michael Moodie

We salute especially Mrs Samuel and Mr 
Moodie for this wonderful achievement! 
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Sensory 
Solutions 
Training

Appointments:
September 2015: 
Sinazo Afrika (Trainee Braillist); Portia Mqeke 
(Trainee Braillist)

October 2015: 
Luke Adriaan (Systems and Database 
Administrator); Vuyolwethu Kampu (Intern)

December 2015: 
Xolani Simakuhle (Project Assistant Eastern 
Cape

January 2016: 
Lebogang Swartz (Library Project 
Coordinator North West)

February 2016: 
Llewellen Stevens (Printing Assistant); 
Nokothula Gunuza (Librarian Intern)

Promotions:
On 1 September 2016, Ms Cornelia Ntengu 
was appointed as Snr Braillist of the SA Library 
for the Blind. She was a Braillist until then.
During September 2015 Mr Rostienne Mager 
was promoted to Technical Officer and Ms 
Florence Jadi promoted to Library Officer.

Terminations:
Ms Nelisiwe (Neli) Kaunda (Snr Manager: LIS 
and Mr Marius Wolmarans (Printing Assistant) 
both resigned from the SALB at the end of 
December 2015. Mr Wolmarans completed 
almost 23 years of employment at the Library 
by the time he resigned from the Library. 

Ms Neliswa Mtsewu (project Coordinator 
Eastern Cape resigned from the Library at 
the end of January 2016.

Our best wishes accompany them in their 
future endeavours.

General:
Furthermore, two partially sighted learners 
from Athlone School for the Blind in Cape 
Town visited the Library during December 
2015 for a period of one week for an 
Apprenticeship programme. The SALB is 
proud to report that six blind or partially 

STAFF SCENE
AT SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND

Mrs McRae joined us in 2010 and 

has read 499 books.   Mrs McRae 

loves reading classics, true 

crime, family stories, historical 

novels and short stories etc. 

Her favourite authors are 

Charlotte Bingham, Agatha 

Christie, Georgette Heyer, 

Maeve Binchy, Rosamund 

Pilcher.

We phoned her on her birthday 

and conveyed our best wishes 

from the SALB family.  As she 

is a little hard of hearing now 

we spoke to her daughter who 

was celebrating her birthday 

with her, who conveyed our 

message to her.  They were very 

touched to hear from us.

Our Member Mrs Joan McRae 
turned 104, on the 13th 
February 2016.

104

No less than 10 appointments were made, three staff 
members were promoted and at least four terminations 

occurred during the period mentioned above. Herewith a 
list of appointments, promotions and resignations:

Over the period 1st September 2015 to 29th February 
2016 a number of events took place in the Human 

Resources section
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Rosy PwC outlook for 
African businesses 

ACCOUNTING firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 
yesterday said African retailers and 
consumer businesses were facing 
long-term growth prospects despite 
the decline in global economic 
growth which resulted in sharp 
rising prices.

PwC said the economic growth 
predicted for 2016 and beyond 
in some African countries and 
the growth expected in Africa’s 
consumer market provided major 
opportunities for retail and 
consumer companies looking into 
the future. 

PwC presented its inaugural 
publication entitled “So much in 
store” in Joburg. 

It examines the make-up of  the 
retail and consumer goods sector in 
African countries and provides an 
outlook for the coming five years. – 
Siphelele Dludla

Prisoners of poverty

THE SOUTH African Institute of  
Race Relations (IRR) has called for 
the release of  poor prisoners who 
are unable to pay bail. 

There were 7 468 detainees being 
held in jails in 2015 simply because 
they could not afford to raise bail. 
Some 76% of  these detainees could 
not afford bail set at amounts of  
R1 000 or less, it said yesterday. 

“These individuals are ‘prisoners 
of  poverty’ and the IRR has urged 
MPs to reconsider policies relating 
to bail in South Africa.” 

Detainees who could not  
afford bail include 3 339 remand 
detainees – or 45% – of  the total,  
who could not afford bail of  R500 or 
less. – ANA

Accused finally treated

TWO suspects accused of  fatally 
wounding a Pretoria police officer 
during a highway shoot-out have 
been given medical care and moved 
out of  solitary confinement, the 
Bronkhorstspruit Magistrate’s 
Court heard yesterday. 

Last Friday, Magistrate Maryke 
de la Rey adjourned court after 
it emerged that murder suspects 
Lucky Madiba and Mpho Mohlala 
were being kept in solitary 
confinement at the Pretoria Central 
Prison and were not receiving 
proper medical attention. 

Mohlala has a bullet wound on 
his ankle. The men are charged over 
the death of  police constable Max 
Lekalakala during a shoot-out with 
police on the N4 highway. – ANA

Hippo kills woman

A ZIMBABWEAN woman was 
killed and another seriously injured 
when a hippo attacked them while 
they were  fishing in the Nwanedzi 
River near Nkambako village in 
Tzaneen, Limpopo police said 
yesterday. 

“During this incident, one 
woman of  around 50 years old was 
killed and her friend, a 57-year-
old woman who is a resident of  
Nkambako village, sustained 
serious multiple injuries,” said 
police spokesman Moatshe Ngoepe. 

The surviving victim has been 
admitted to the Letaba Hospital. 
The dead woman has not yet been 
identified. Ngoepe said an inquest 
into her death has been opened. – 
ANA

‘Speak about abuse’

WOMEN must break the silence of  
abuse, mourners heard at a funeral 
for seven members of  the Mwela 
family yesterday. 

“Women must break the silence 
of  abuse; we must talk about abusive 
relationships,” said Lerato Mekgwe, 
circuit manager in Kgetleng. 

She was speaking at the mass 
funeral of  members of  the Mwela 
family who burnt to death a 
week ago when a 49-year-old man 
allegedly set their shack alight while 
they were sleeping at Senthumole 
informal settlement in Reagile near 
Koster in the North West province. 

The man allegedly torched the 
shack after his girlfriend Mammy 
Mwale told him their rocky 
relationship was over. – Molaole 
Montsho

Man, 23, electrocuted

A 23-year-old man electrocuted 
himself  in Pinetown yesterday as 
he attempted to fix a faulty plug on 
a grinder. 

Netcare 911 spokesman Chris 
Botha said the man was apparently 
using a grinder to work on a car 
when he discovered it did not work. 

He was changing the plug, but 
came into contact with the live 
wires. 

“Medics arrived at the scene and 
found the man lying on the ground 
unresponsive. Tragically, he died 
before our arrival,” said Botha. 
–  ANA

Books help streetkid 
turn over a new leaf

AT 26 YEARS of  age, Philani Dladla 
has gone through the struggles of  
poverty, dropped out of  school, lived 
on the streets and abused drugs – 
and then authored a book on his 
trials and tribulations.

He moved from KwaZulu-Natal to 
Joburg in 2009 to pursue his dreams 
of  making it big. When he was 19, he 
found a job and started supporting 
his mother and family back home.

“I had dreams that were too big 
for my small town,” he said. He 
worked, had an apartment, gadgets 
and clothes.

He achieved a new level of  finan-
cial freedom, and with that the temp-
tation to experiment with drugs. A 
year and six months later he was out 
on the street with nothing but a stack 
of  books to his name.

“Nyaope was my undoing,” he 
said at Unisa’s library week event 
yesterday. He had lived on the streets 
for three years, all the while lying to 
his mother back home about every-
thing being fine, he said. “I kept in 
contact with her because I wanted 
her to know that I was alive.”

He could not go home, because 
“who can sit in a taxi next to a dirty, 
smelly person…”

He said he had left home for the 
city lights and could not go home 
dressed in rags: “I still had my 
pride,” Dladla said.

He had been raised under diffi-

cult conditions by his single mother 
and when he turned 12 had been 
given a book to read by his moth-
er’s employer. “He told me to read 
and finish it, and promised me more 
books when I was done.”

Dladla read the book. The bene-
factor died before he could tell him 
that he now knew English and under-
stood the book, but he inherited an 
entire collection of  the man’s books.

“I was amazed. From that 
moment on I was inspired to read, 
and in books I found myself.”

The love nurtured there is what 
saved him from the cold, damp streets 
of  Jozi. “At night after I wrapped 
myself  in my blankets under Man-
dela Bridge I would write.”

He told the Unisa audience that 
he would write journals about his 
entire day, what happened, what 
stood out, the good and the bad: 
“But sometimes it would rain and 
that made my manuscripts soggy 
and spoilt, and the rats under that 
bridge, they love paper,” he said.

Dladla’s days were not spent beg-
ging. Instead, when he was not read-
ing he would offer passing motorists 
books and book reviews; he built up 
relationships and gained their trust, 
receiving requests for his opinion on 
books to read, and even being given 
money to buy them books.

Footage of  him in action was 
taken, posted on YouTube and it 
went viral. Jacana Media saw it and 
found him, gathered his manuscripts 
and published his book.

Dladla accepted the accolades and 
words of  appreciation from those at 
the event with emotion and tears. He 
was called an inspiration, the perfect 
example of  refusing to remain down 
even when the odds were against 
him.

“Books were my lifeline, I read 

and shared and was called MaBooks 
by fellow street dwellers,” he said. 
And when the time to get off  the 
street  came, self-help books worked 
for him. He did not go to rehab. 
“When you read the right books they 
recharge you,” he said.

The first edition of  his book Pave-

ment Bookworm has been sold out 
and reprints are being made.

Dladla reads to children in Joburg 
as part of  his Pavement Bookworm 
Foundation, through which he col-
lects and distributes books.

His aim is to spread the word on 
reading as far and wide as possible; 

to encourage everyone to read; and 
besides producing another book of  
his own he is involved in an initia-
tive to encourage children to write 
and produce books to be read by 
other children. “Nothing is impos-
sible with books,” he said.

 @ntsandvose

NTANDO MAKHUBU
ntando.makhubu@inl.co.za

Author of the book ‘The Pavement Bookworm’, Philani Dladla, at Unisa during the launch of his book.  PICTURE: OUPA MOKOENA

The South African Library for the Blind celebrated National Library Week by 
visiting Prinshof School in Tshwane.

THE SOUTH African Library for the 
Blind celebrated National Library 
Week with pupils from Prinshof  
School for the visually impaired in 
Tshwane.

The week was officially cele-
brated for the first time in 2002 and 
has become a very important day for 
the Library Information Association 
of  South Africa.

According to the director of  the 
association, Francois Hendrikz, it 

was the primary responsibility of  
the organisation to make the basic 
human right of  freedom of  access 
to information a reality. 

Hendrikz said Prinshof  was 
the second school among the 22 
schools for the blind in the country 
they had visited.The organisation 
also frequently kept in touch with 
the schools. “Reading is an activ-
ity shared and enjoyed by sighted 
and blind people alike. We tend to 
disregard people with disabilities 
and specifically blind and visually 

impaired during celebratory days 
and events,” said Hendrikz.

During the event, members of  the 
organisation engaged with pupils in 
spelling games and a reading com-
petition. 

Hendrikz perceived Prinshof  as 
one of  the biggest and well estab-
lished schools for the blind in the 
country.

Thia Strydom, a teacher at the 
school, said it was important for 
educators to continually encour-
age pupils to read, irrespective of  

whether they were blind or not.
Strydom said it was through read-

ing that people could broaden their 
mindset, knowledge and vocabulary. 

“There are disadvantaged blind 
children who do not have this priv-
ilege. So, I urge parents to assist 
children by looking for help at the 
nearest libraries,” she said.  

Hendrikz said they were commit-
ted to making it possible for people 
with visual impairment or blindness 
to read independently in a format 
most affordable to them. 

Focus on helping visually impaired to read 
LERATO TSHIPE

Parliament’s laws only in English not discrimination – court 
PARLIAMENT’S failure to publish 
national legislation only in English, 
and not in each of  the country’s 
11 languages does not constitute 
unfair language discrimination, the 
Supreme Court of  Appeal (SCA) in 
Bloemfontein confirmed. 

Afrikaans-speaking lawyer Cern-
eels Lourens from Brits, who has 
embarked on a quest to have the 
government acknowledge not only 

Afrikaans, but also all the other offi-
cial languages on an official level, 
turned to the SCA to advance his 
objective. 

He first turned to the Equality 
Court in the Western Cape in 2014 
to force the government to publish 
statutes in all 11 languages. Lourens 
said in failing to do so, the govern-
ment unfairly discriminated against 
the 10 languages left out. But Judge 
Bennie Griesel at the time found 

there was no constitutional duty on 
Parliament to publish or translate 
legislation into all official languages. 

Five judges of  the SCA agreed 
with Judge Griesel and turned down 
Lourens’s appeal. There may be some 
shortcomings in the government’s 
use of  the official languages, they 
found, but the practice of  Parliament 
in using English as the language for 
the passing of  bills, was not unfair. 

Judge CH Lewis said the Consti-

tution encouraged the protection of  
languages, but expressly allowed the  
government at national and provin-
cial level to use a minimum of  two of  
the official languages. The judge said 
it appears of  late that Parliament 
has been in breach of  its own rules 
and of  the Constitution, as many of  
the acts passed since 1996 have been 
published only in English. 

Amendments of  acts – even those 
in Afrikaans – have been done in 

English only. Former speaker of  Par-
liament Max Sisulu told the court 
that the only language all members 
of  Parliament understood was Eng-
lish. He did acknowledge that Parlia-
ment should do more to advance the 
use of  other official languages other 
than English, but he said there were 
time and resource constraints. 

Another expert told the court 
there are simply not enough trained 
translators to do what Lourens 

requires. Universities in the country 
do not produce enough graduates in 
translating. Judge Lewis said Par-
liament and the government should 
aspire to translate all statutes into 
all official languages, but the court 
did not have the power to order this. 

Lourens said he may have lost 
his SCA bid, but his application was 
not fruitless, as the court did say 
that there were some shortcomings 
regarding the language policy.

ZELDA VENTER 

Thuli must oust Tuks race hate fiends

P
UBLIC Protector Thuli 
Madonsela must unmask 
the identities of  people 
who masterminded pro-
tests and hate speech 

at the University of  Pretoria two 
weeks ago.

This is according to political 
movements and civic rights organi-
sations, which have teamed up to 
request the public protector to inves-
tigate incidents of  intimidation, 
hate speech and violence at Tuks.

Madonsela’s spokesman Oupa 

Segalwe said the complaint was 
received, but was still being assessed 
for investigation. 

“The outcome of  the assessment 
process will help the public protector 
to decide whether or not to investi-
gate the matter,” Segalwe added.

The complainants are the prov-
incial structures of  the SACP, ANC, 
AfriForum Youth, Cosatu, ANC 
Youth League, Young Commun-
ist League and the South African 
National Civic Organisation, on 

behalf  of  their supporters.
SACP provincial secretary Jacob 

Mamabolo said the organisations 
were asking Madonsela to investi-
gate any party or individuals who 
perpetuated anarchy and disruption.

Mamabolo said they were asking 
Madonsela to make recommenda-
tions on steps that must be taken 
against the perpetrators of  the  
violence. 

AfriForum Youth’s Morné 
Mostert said they took a decision 

to jointly make the request with 
the ANC-aligned organisations to 
Madonsela because they believed 
her office would ensure core values 
of  the Constitution were protected. 

“The public protector should also 
investigate threats made on social 
media platforms against the univer-
sity, students and employees,” he 
said. 

According to complainants, the 
temporary closure of  Tuks during 
the unrests as a result of  threats to 

life, bodily harm and property con-
stituted a violation of  the constitu-
tionally protected rights of  students 
and employees. 

They characterised the chaotic 
incidents that played themselves out 
at the institution as acts of  “vio-
lence, vandalism and hooliganism”.

The violence had its roots in 
the language policy, particular the 
use of  Afrikaans as a medium of  
instruction, and the phasing out of  
outsourcing of  general workers. It 

was initiated by the EFF Student 
Command.

The unrest ignited a flurry of  
messages on social media platforms; 
one of  the messages on Facebook 
perceived to be hate speech was 
posted by EFF student leader at Tuks 
Kabelo Mahlobogwane.

The message read: “The whole 
human race must die. We must kill 
white supremacy, arrogance and 
privilege now. 

“The time of  the revolution is 
now. There is one race; the human 
race. #AfrikaansMustFall.”

The message drew several 
responses. 

ANC, SACP, AfriForum in joint call to public protector to find culpritsRAPULA MOATSHE
rapula.moatshe@inl.co.za

R348 000 for man hurt on overcrowded train

AN OVERCROWDED coach which 
caused an early morning commuter 
to be pushed out of  the train by others 
who made a last-minute attempt to get 
on the train will cost the Passenger 
Rail Agency of  South Africa (Prasa) 
R348 000 in damages.

Kenny Mokwena of  Tembisa 
initially claimed R500 000 from the rail 
agency in the high court in Pretoria. 

He claimed that Prasa had a duty to 
ensure its paying commuters were safe 
when they used the trains.

Mokwena said he boarded the train 
on August 25, 2010, at around 5am at a 
station near Tembisa. 

He was on his way to work at Elands
fontein. When the train stopped at 

Beirchleigh station a crowd of  com-
muters boarded and it was, according 

to Mokwena, totally overcrowded.
Mokwena was standing inside the 

train with his back to the door on the 
opposite side from where the commut-
ers tried to board. 

He was pushed by the crowd against 
the door, which was forced open in the 
process.

Mokwena said he tried to keep his 
balance by holding on to the bands 
hanging from the roof, but they broke 
and he fell out of  the train as a result 
and landed on his back between the 
tracks. 

Mokwena’s next memory was of  
someone holding his hand and asking 
him if  he was hurt. 

He tried to walk down the stairs of  
the station, but he fell down.

He lay unattended there for some 
time, while everyone was simply walk-
ing past him or stepping over him, he 
said.

Heexperienced excruciating pain in 
his back and he feared that he would be 
crippled for the rest of  his life.

An ambulance eventually arrived 
and he was taken to hospital, where 
he remained for four days. Apart from 
suffering a severe back injury, he also 
suffered chest and shoulder injuries.

He blamed the accident on Prasa, 
saying that the rail company should 
avoid overloading its trains. Mokwena 
said Prasa should have enough employ-
ees on duty, especially at peak hours, to 
ensure that things ran orderly.

Prasa denied any wrongdoing and 
stated that Mokwena was the author 
of  his own demise. 

It said that he was careless and had 
been standing at a dangerous position 
– near the door inside the train.

The court, however, concluded that 
Prasa was liable for Mokwena’s dam-
ages.

ZELDA VENTER
zelda.venter@inl.co.za

Finweek provides relevant information in quick 
bytes, along with award-winning investment 
advice.

Sunday Times is South 
Africa’s best read newspaper 
which features news, lifestyle 
and entertainment focusing 
on fashion, travel, home & 
decor, fashion & beauty. 
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BOOK REV IEWS

Finweek is South Africa’s leading financial 
weekly magazine focusing on investment. 
With its brisk, creative and authoritative 
analysis of business and investment issues, 
it’s an essential business tool in the daily 
battle for competitive advantage. Today’s 
business decision-makers have to cope 
with increased pressure on their time and 
are expected, more than ever before, to 
succeed in the face of stiffer competition. 

BRAILLE DAISY
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Free State of Mind
By Nthabiseng Jafta, Rita Chihawa & Lebo 

Leisa (B10081: 1vol. & DA6766: 42 min.)
Summary: This a 3-in-1 poetry anthology 
divided into 3 chapters: with 44 poems. All 
poems tell the authors’ emotions, vulnerability, 
strength, trials and tribulations. These pieces 
are carefully selected to inspire, motivate, 
heal and edutain the lovers of literature.

False River 
By Dominique Botha (B12155: 3v. & DA6701: 

08hrs, 29 min.)
Summary: When Paul and Dominique are 
sent to boarding schools in Natal, their idyllic 
childhood on a Free State farm is over. 
Their parents’ leftist politics has made life 
impossible in the local dorp school. Angry 
schoolboy Paul is a promising poet, his sister 
his confidant. But his literary awakening 
turns into a descent. He flees the oppression 
of South Africa, only to meet his death in 
London. Dominiqu Botha’s poignant debut is 
an elegy to a rural existence and her brother 
- both now forever lost. The novel is based on true events. 

Unbelievable!
By Chad Le Clos with Myan 
Subrayan (DA 7313: 05 hrs, 1 

min.)

At the 2012 Olympics Chad le 
Clos, a twenty-year-old from 
Durban, astounded the world by 
achieving the ‘unbelievable’: 
he beat Michael Phelps, his 
childhood hero and the world’s 
number one swimmer, in the 
200 metres butterfly final. This 
book tells all about the making 
of a swimming sensation - in 
the words of the golden boy 
himself, his family and those who have stood by 
him from the start. It is an encouraging account of 
realising the ultimate goal, not through chance, but 
with the resolute support of family and friends and 
Chad’s own relentless dedication to his sport. Taking 
its title from his dad, Bert le Clos’, famous exclamation 
on BBC TV when his son defeated Phelps, this 
book follows Chad’s rise to Olympic stardom. An 
inspirational story for all wishing to achieve beyond 
what may seem possible

M A G A Z I N E S  A N D  N E W S PA P E R S
The SA Library for the Blind keeps you up-to-date with the latest news in accessible formats. We have 
added Finweek and Sunday Times in Braille. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS (DPW) ANNOUNCED 
at a client Forum Meeting 
on the 5th of February 
2016, that money was set 
aside by the Department 
of Arts and Culture (DAC) 
to have the consolidation 
and registration done of 
all the erven (land marked 
for building) on which the 
Library building is built.

There is currently a discrepancy 
in erven registration - some 
erven being registered in 
the name of the South 
African Library for the 
Blind, whilst other erven are 
registered in the name of the 
Government of South Africa. 
Unfortunately, no action 
can be taken regarding the 
upgrade of, and additional 
floor space required by the 
Library, until these erven 
are all consolidated and 
registered in the name of the 
Government of South Africa. 

There appears to be some 

passing of the buck going 
on between PWD and 
DAC and unfortunately 
nobody seems to know 
when the consolidation and 
registration will eventually 
take place. In the meantime, 
I hope for the best, but I am 
prepared for the worst – not 
100% Benjamin Disraeli, but 
close enough.  

-  Johan Nel, Technical 
Services Department, South 
African Library for the Blind

astronauts or writers or all 
the celebrated things if they 
don’t see people who look 
like them do those things,” 
she said.  “I write so that 
young people – children who 
look like me – can grow up 
seeing someone who looks 
like their mother writing.”

In addition to emphasising 
the importance of role models in 
South African society, Magona 
stresses the significance of arts 
and culture as a reflection of 

the state of this nation.

“The arts really portray the 
soul of the nation. When you 
see the paintings, when you 
hear the music, the drum 
– that’s what art is about 
because art is fished out of 
the quagmire we call life.”

We are eager to have 
her on board at SALB as a 
narrator and working with 
her publishers for further titles 
written by the acclaimed 
author.

She has contributed to a 
collection of indigenous titles 
of which we have produced 
a few already in Audio and 
Braille formats: uHlohlesakhe 
nendlezane yeLitye, Umfo 
waseMzini neMpempe yakhe, 
Isilo esoyisa ingonyama and 
the following in English; To my 
children’s children & Beauty’s 
gift just to name a few.
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Rosy PwC outlook for 
African businesses 

ACCOUNTING firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 
yesterday said African retailers and 
consumer businesses were facing 
long-term growth prospects despite 
the decline in global economic 
growth which resulted in sharp 
rising prices.

PwC said the economic growth 
predicted for 2016 and beyond 
in some African countries and 
the growth expected in Africa’s 
consumer market provided major 
opportunities for retail and 
consumer companies looking into 
the future. 

PwC presented its inaugural 
publication entitled “So much in 
store” in Joburg. 

It examines the make-up of  the 
retail and consumer goods sector in 
African countries and provides an 
outlook for the coming five years. – 
Siphelele Dludla

Prisoners of poverty

THE SOUTH African Institute of  
Race Relations (IRR) has called for 
the release of  poor prisoners who 
are unable to pay bail. 

There were 7 468 detainees being 
held in jails in 2015 simply because 
they could not afford to raise bail. 
Some 76% of  these detainees could 
not afford bail set at amounts of  
R1 000 or less, it said yesterday. 

“These individuals are ‘prisoners 
of  poverty’ and the IRR has urged 
MPs to reconsider policies relating 
to bail in South Africa.” 

Detainees who could not  
afford bail include 3 339 remand 
detainees – or 45% – of  the total,  
who could not afford bail of  R500 or 
less. – ANA

Accused finally treated

TWO suspects accused of  fatally 
wounding a Pretoria police officer 
during a highway shoot-out have 
been given medical care and moved 
out of  solitary confinement, the 
Bronkhorstspruit Magistrate’s 
Court heard yesterday. 

Last Friday, Magistrate Maryke 
de la Rey adjourned court after 
it emerged that murder suspects 
Lucky Madiba and Mpho Mohlala 
were being kept in solitary 
confinement at the Pretoria Central 
Prison and were not receiving 
proper medical attention. 

Mohlala has a bullet wound on 
his ankle. The men are charged over 
the death of  police constable Max 
Lekalakala during a shoot-out with 
police on the N4 highway. – ANA

Hippo kills woman

A ZIMBABWEAN woman was 
killed and another seriously injured 
when a hippo attacked them while 
they were  fishing in the Nwanedzi 
River near Nkambako village in 
Tzaneen, Limpopo police said 
yesterday. 

“During this incident, one 
woman of  around 50 years old was 
killed and her friend, a 57-year-
old woman who is a resident of  
Nkambako village, sustained 
serious multiple injuries,” said 
police spokesman Moatshe Ngoepe. 

The surviving victim has been 
admitted to the Letaba Hospital. 
The dead woman has not yet been 
identified. Ngoepe said an inquest 
into her death has been opened. – 
ANA

‘Speak about abuse’

WOMEN must break the silence of  
abuse, mourners heard at a funeral 
for seven members of  the Mwela 
family yesterday. 

“Women must break the silence 
of  abuse; we must talk about abusive 
relationships,” said Lerato Mekgwe, 
circuit manager in Kgetleng. 

She was speaking at the mass 
funeral of  members of  the Mwela 
family who burnt to death a 
week ago when a 49-year-old man 
allegedly set their shack alight while 
they were sleeping at Senthumole 
informal settlement in Reagile near 
Koster in the North West province. 

The man allegedly torched the 
shack after his girlfriend Mammy 
Mwale told him their rocky 
relationship was over. – Molaole 
Montsho

Man, 23, electrocuted

A 23-year-old man electrocuted 
himself  in Pinetown yesterday as 
he attempted to fix a faulty plug on 
a grinder. 

Netcare 911 spokesman Chris 
Botha said the man was apparently 
using a grinder to work on a car 
when he discovered it did not work. 

He was changing the plug, but 
came into contact with the live 
wires. 

“Medics arrived at the scene and 
found the man lying on the ground 
unresponsive. Tragically, he died 
before our arrival,” said Botha. 
–  ANA

Books help streetkid 
turn over a new leaf

AT 26 YEARS of  age, Philani Dladla 
has gone through the struggles of  
poverty, dropped out of  school, lived 
on the streets and abused drugs – 
and then authored a book on his 
trials and tribulations.

He moved from KwaZulu-Natal to 
Joburg in 2009 to pursue his dreams 
of  making it big. When he was 19, he 
found a job and started supporting 
his mother and family back home.

“I had dreams that were too big 
for my small town,” he said. He 
worked, had an apartment, gadgets 
and clothes.

He achieved a new level of  finan-
cial freedom, and with that the temp-
tation to experiment with drugs. A 
year and six months later he was out 
on the street with nothing but a stack 
of  books to his name.

“Nyaope was my undoing,” he 
said at Unisa’s library week event 
yesterday. He had lived on the streets 
for three years, all the while lying to 
his mother back home about every-
thing being fine, he said. “I kept in 
contact with her because I wanted 
her to know that I was alive.”

He could not go home, because 
“who can sit in a taxi next to a dirty, 
smelly person…”

He said he had left home for the 
city lights and could not go home 
dressed in rags: “I still had my 
pride,” Dladla said.

He had been raised under diffi-

cult conditions by his single mother 
and when he turned 12 had been 
given a book to read by his moth-
er’s employer. “He told me to read 
and finish it, and promised me more 
books when I was done.”

Dladla read the book. The bene-
factor died before he could tell him 
that he now knew English and under-
stood the book, but he inherited an 
entire collection of  the man’s books.

“I was amazed. From that 
moment on I was inspired to read, 
and in books I found myself.”

The love nurtured there is what 
saved him from the cold, damp streets 
of  Jozi. “At night after I wrapped 
myself  in my blankets under Man-
dela Bridge I would write.”

He told the Unisa audience that 
he would write journals about his 
entire day, what happened, what 
stood out, the good and the bad: 
“But sometimes it would rain and 
that made my manuscripts soggy 
and spoilt, and the rats under that 
bridge, they love paper,” he said.

Dladla’s days were not spent beg-
ging. Instead, when he was not read-
ing he would offer passing motorists 
books and book reviews; he built up 
relationships and gained their trust, 
receiving requests for his opinion on 
books to read, and even being given 
money to buy them books.

Footage of  him in action was 
taken, posted on YouTube and it 
went viral. Jacana Media saw it and 
found him, gathered his manuscripts 
and published his book.

Dladla accepted the accolades and 
words of  appreciation from those at 
the event with emotion and tears. He 
was called an inspiration, the perfect 
example of  refusing to remain down 
even when the odds were against 
him.

“Books were my lifeline, I read 

and shared and was called MaBooks 
by fellow street dwellers,” he said. 
And when the time to get off  the 
street  came, self-help books worked 
for him. He did not go to rehab. 
“When you read the right books they 
recharge you,” he said.

The first edition of  his book Pave-

ment Bookworm has been sold out 
and reprints are being made.

Dladla reads to children in Joburg 
as part of  his Pavement Bookworm 
Foundation, through which he col-
lects and distributes books.

His aim is to spread the word on 
reading as far and wide as possible; 

to encourage everyone to read; and 
besides producing another book of  
his own he is involved in an initia-
tive to encourage children to write 
and produce books to be read by 
other children. “Nothing is impos-
sible with books,” he said.

 @ntsandvose

NTANDO MAKHUBU
ntando.makhubu@inl.co.za

Author of the book ‘The Pavement Bookworm’, Philani Dladla, at Unisa during the launch of his book.  PICTURE: OUPA MOKOENA

The South African Library for the Blind celebrated National Library Week by 
visiting Prinshof School in Tshwane.

THE SOUTH African Library for the 
Blind celebrated National Library 
Week with pupils from Prinshof  
School for the visually impaired in 
Tshwane.

The week was officially cele-
brated for the first time in 2002 and 
has become a very important day for 
the Library Information Association 
of  South Africa.

According to the director of  the 
association, Francois Hendrikz, it 

was the primary responsibility of  
the organisation to make the basic 
human right of  freedom of  access 
to information a reality. 

Hendrikz said Prinshof  was 
the second school among the 22 
schools for the blind in the country 
they had visited.The organisation 
also frequently kept in touch with 
the schools. “Reading is an activ-
ity shared and enjoyed by sighted 
and blind people alike. We tend to 
disregard people with disabilities 
and specifically blind and visually 

impaired during celebratory days 
and events,” said Hendrikz.

During the event, members of  the 
organisation engaged with pupils in 
spelling games and a reading com-
petition. 

Hendrikz perceived Prinshof  as 
one of  the biggest and well estab-
lished schools for the blind in the 
country.

Thia Strydom, a teacher at the 
school, said it was important for 
educators to continually encour-
age pupils to read, irrespective of  

whether they were blind or not.
Strydom said it was through read-

ing that people could broaden their 
mindset, knowledge and vocabulary. 

“There are disadvantaged blind 
children who do not have this priv-
ilege. So, I urge parents to assist 
children by looking for help at the 
nearest libraries,” she said.  

Hendrikz said they were commit-
ted to making it possible for people 
with visual impairment or blindness 
to read independently in a format 
most affordable to them. 

Focus on helping visually impaired to read 
LERATO TSHIPE

Parliament’s laws only in English not discrimination – court 
PARLIAMENT’S failure to publish 
national legislation only in English, 
and not in each of  the country’s 
11 languages does not constitute 
unfair language discrimination, the 
Supreme Court of  Appeal (SCA) in 
Bloemfontein confirmed. 

Afrikaans-speaking lawyer Cern-
eels Lourens from Brits, who has 
embarked on a quest to have the 
government acknowledge not only 

Afrikaans, but also all the other offi-
cial languages on an official level, 
turned to the SCA to advance his 
objective. 

He first turned to the Equality 
Court in the Western Cape in 2014 
to force the government to publish 
statutes in all 11 languages. Lourens 
said in failing to do so, the govern-
ment unfairly discriminated against 
the 10 languages left out. But Judge 
Bennie Griesel at the time found 

there was no constitutional duty on 
Parliament to publish or translate 
legislation into all official languages. 

Five judges of  the SCA agreed 
with Judge Griesel and turned down 
Lourens’s appeal. There may be some 
shortcomings in the government’s 
use of  the official languages, they 
found, but the practice of  Parliament 
in using English as the language for 
the passing of  bills, was not unfair. 

Judge CH Lewis said the Consti-

tution encouraged the protection of  
languages, but expressly allowed the  
government at national and provin-
cial level to use a minimum of  two of  
the official languages. The judge said 
it appears of  late that Parliament 
has been in breach of  its own rules 
and of  the Constitution, as many of  
the acts passed since 1996 have been 
published only in English. 

Amendments of  acts – even those 
in Afrikaans – have been done in 

English only. Former speaker of  Par-
liament Max Sisulu told the court 
that the only language all members 
of  Parliament understood was Eng-
lish. He did acknowledge that Parlia-
ment should do more to advance the 
use of  other official languages other 
than English, but he said there were 
time and resource constraints. 

Another expert told the court 
there are simply not enough trained 
translators to do what Lourens 

requires. Universities in the country 
do not produce enough graduates in 
translating. Judge Lewis said Par-
liament and the government should 
aspire to translate all statutes into 
all official languages, but the court 
did not have the power to order this. 

Lourens said he may have lost 
his SCA bid, but his application was 
not fruitless, as the court did say 
that there were some shortcomings 
regarding the language policy.

ZELDA VENTER 

Thuli must oust Tuks race hate fiends

P
UBLIC Protector Thuli 
Madonsela must unmask 
the identities of  people 
who masterminded pro-
tests and hate speech 

at the University of  Pretoria two 
weeks ago.

This is according to political 
movements and civic rights organi-
sations, which have teamed up to 
request the public protector to inves-
tigate incidents of  intimidation, 
hate speech and violence at Tuks.

Madonsela’s spokesman Oupa 

Segalwe said the complaint was 
received, but was still being assessed 
for investigation. 

“The outcome of  the assessment 
process will help the public protector 
to decide whether or not to investi-
gate the matter,” Segalwe added.

The complainants are the prov-
incial structures of  the SACP, ANC, 
AfriForum Youth, Cosatu, ANC 
Youth League, Young Commun-
ist League and the South African 
National Civic Organisation, on 

behalf  of  their supporters.
SACP provincial secretary Jacob 

Mamabolo said the organisations 
were asking Madonsela to investi-
gate any party or individuals who 
perpetuated anarchy and disruption.

Mamabolo said they were asking 
Madonsela to make recommenda-
tions on steps that must be taken 
against the perpetrators of  the  
violence. 

AfriForum Youth’s Morné 
Mostert said they took a decision 

to jointly make the request with 
the ANC-aligned organisations to 
Madonsela because they believed 
her office would ensure core values 
of  the Constitution were protected. 

“The public protector should also 
investigate threats made on social 
media platforms against the univer-
sity, students and employees,” he 
said. 

According to complainants, the 
temporary closure of  Tuks during 
the unrests as a result of  threats to 

life, bodily harm and property con-
stituted a violation of  the constitu-
tionally protected rights of  students 
and employees. 

They characterised the chaotic 
incidents that played themselves out 
at the institution as acts of  “vio-
lence, vandalism and hooliganism”.

The violence had its roots in 
the language policy, particular the 
use of  Afrikaans as a medium of  
instruction, and the phasing out of  
outsourcing of  general workers. It 

was initiated by the EFF Student 
Command.

The unrest ignited a flurry of  
messages on social media platforms; 
one of  the messages on Facebook 
perceived to be hate speech was 
posted by EFF student leader at Tuks 
Kabelo Mahlobogwane.

The message read: “The whole 
human race must die. We must kill 
white supremacy, arrogance and 
privilege now. 

“The time of  the revolution is 
now. There is one race; the human 
race. #AfrikaansMustFall.”

The message drew several 
responses. 

ANC, SACP, AfriForum in joint call to public protector to find culpritsRAPULA MOATSHE
rapula.moatshe@inl.co.za

R348 000 for man hurt on overcrowded train

AN OVERCROWDED coach which 
caused an early morning commuter 
to be pushed out of  the train by others 
who made a last-minute attempt to get 
on the train will cost the Passenger 
Rail Agency of  South Africa (Prasa) 
R348 000 in damages.

Kenny Mokwena of  Tembisa 
initially claimed R500 000 from the rail 
agency in the high court in Pretoria. 

He claimed that Prasa had a duty to 
ensure its paying commuters were safe 
when they used the trains.

Mokwena said he boarded the train 
on August 25, 2010, at around 5am at a 
station near Tembisa. 

He was on his way to work at Elands
fontein. When the train stopped at 

Beirchleigh station a crowd of  com-
muters boarded and it was, according 

to Mokwena, totally overcrowded.
Mokwena was standing inside the 

train with his back to the door on the 
opposite side from where the commut-
ers tried to board. 

He was pushed by the crowd against 
the door, which was forced open in the 
process.

Mokwena said he tried to keep his 
balance by holding on to the bands 
hanging from the roof, but they broke 
and he fell out of  the train as a result 
and landed on his back between the 
tracks. 

Mokwena’s next memory was of  
someone holding his hand and asking 
him if  he was hurt. 

He tried to walk down the stairs of  
the station, but he fell down.

He lay unattended there for some 
time, while everyone was simply walk-
ing past him or stepping over him, he 
said.

Heexperienced excruciating pain in 
his back and he feared that he would be 
crippled for the rest of  his life.

An ambulance eventually arrived 
and he was taken to hospital, where 
he remained for four days. Apart from 
suffering a severe back injury, he also 
suffered chest and shoulder injuries.

He blamed the accident on Prasa, 
saying that the rail company should 
avoid overloading its trains. Mokwena 
said Prasa should have enough employ-
ees on duty, especially at peak hours, to 
ensure that things ran orderly.

Prasa denied any wrongdoing and 
stated that Mokwena was the author 
of  his own demise. 

It said that he was careless and had 
been standing at a dangerous position 
– near the door inside the train.

The court, however, concluded that 
Prasa was liable for Mokwena’s dam-
ages.

ZELDA VENTER
zelda.venter@inl.co.za
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COMPUTER 
JIVE
Concentrate, hit the keys;
Pick up speed, if you please;
Oh my me, wrong again;
Come on now, where’s my pen;
Wiggle toes, just lean back;
Crack stiff neck, arch your back;
Rub sore eyes, with a sigh;
Crinkle brow, with the cry;
Time is gone, let’s go again;
I shall win, don’t know when.

Richard Albertse (July 2015)
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Rosy PwC outlook for 
African businesses 

ACCOUNTING firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 
yesterday said African retailers and 
consumer businesses were facing 
long-term growth prospects despite 
the decline in global economic 
growth which resulted in sharp 
rising prices.

PwC said the economic growth 
predicted for 2016 and beyond 
in some African countries and 
the growth expected in Africa’s 
consumer market provided major 
opportunities for retail and 
consumer companies looking into 
the future. 

PwC presented its inaugural 
publication entitled “So much in 
store” in Joburg. 

It examines the make-up of  the 
retail and consumer goods sector in 
African countries and provides an 
outlook for the coming five years. – 
Siphelele Dludla

Prisoners of poverty

THE SOUTH African Institute of  
Race Relations (IRR) has called for 
the release of  poor prisoners who 
are unable to pay bail. 

There were 7 468 detainees being 
held in jails in 2015 simply because 
they could not afford to raise bail. 
Some 76% of  these detainees could 
not afford bail set at amounts of  
R1 000 or less, it said yesterday. 

“These individuals are ‘prisoners 
of  poverty’ and the IRR has urged 
MPs to reconsider policies relating 
to bail in South Africa.” 

Detainees who could not  
afford bail include 3 339 remand 
detainees – or 45% – of  the total,  
who could not afford bail of  R500 or 
less. – ANA

Accused finally treated

TWO suspects accused of  fatally 
wounding a Pretoria police officer 
during a highway shoot-out have 
been given medical care and moved 
out of  solitary confinement, the 
Bronkhorstspruit Magistrate’s 
Court heard yesterday. 

Last Friday, Magistrate Maryke 
de la Rey adjourned court after 
it emerged that murder suspects 
Lucky Madiba and Mpho Mohlala 
were being kept in solitary 
confinement at the Pretoria Central 
Prison and were not receiving 
proper medical attention. 

Mohlala has a bullet wound on 
his ankle. The men are charged over 
the death of  police constable Max 
Lekalakala during a shoot-out with 
police on the N4 highway. – ANA

Hippo kills woman

A ZIMBABWEAN woman was 
killed and another seriously injured 
when a hippo attacked them while 
they were  fishing in the Nwanedzi 
River near Nkambako village in 
Tzaneen, Limpopo police said 
yesterday. 

“During this incident, one 
woman of  around 50 years old was 
killed and her friend, a 57-year-
old woman who is a resident of  
Nkambako village, sustained 
serious multiple injuries,” said 
police spokesman Moatshe Ngoepe. 

The surviving victim has been 
admitted to the Letaba Hospital. 
The dead woman has not yet been 
identified. Ngoepe said an inquest 
into her death has been opened. – 
ANA

‘Speak about abuse’

WOMEN must break the silence of  
abuse, mourners heard at a funeral 
for seven members of  the Mwela 
family yesterday. 

“Women must break the silence 
of  abuse; we must talk about abusive 
relationships,” said Lerato Mekgwe, 
circuit manager in Kgetleng. 

She was speaking at the mass 
funeral of  members of  the Mwela 
family who burnt to death a 
week ago when a 49-year-old man 
allegedly set their shack alight while 
they were sleeping at Senthumole 
informal settlement in Reagile near 
Koster in the North West province. 

The man allegedly torched the 
shack after his girlfriend Mammy 
Mwale told him their rocky 
relationship was over. – Molaole 
Montsho

Man, 23, electrocuted

A 23-year-old man electrocuted 
himself  in Pinetown yesterday as 
he attempted to fix a faulty plug on 
a grinder. 

Netcare 911 spokesman Chris 
Botha said the man was apparently 
using a grinder to work on a car 
when he discovered it did not work. 

He was changing the plug, but 
came into contact with the live 
wires. 

“Medics arrived at the scene and 
found the man lying on the ground 
unresponsive. Tragically, he died 
before our arrival,” said Botha. 
–  ANA

Books help streetkid 
turn over a new leaf

AT 26 YEARS of  age, Philani Dladla 
has gone through the struggles of  
poverty, dropped out of  school, lived 
on the streets and abused drugs – 
and then authored a book on his 
trials and tribulations.

He moved from KwaZulu-Natal to 
Joburg in 2009 to pursue his dreams 
of  making it big. When he was 19, he 
found a job and started supporting 
his mother and family back home.

“I had dreams that were too big 
for my small town,” he said. He 
worked, had an apartment, gadgets 
and clothes.

He achieved a new level of  finan-
cial freedom, and with that the temp-
tation to experiment with drugs. A 
year and six months later he was out 
on the street with nothing but a stack 
of  books to his name.

“Nyaope was my undoing,” he 
said at Unisa’s library week event 
yesterday. He had lived on the streets 
for three years, all the while lying to 
his mother back home about every-
thing being fine, he said. “I kept in 
contact with her because I wanted 
her to know that I was alive.”

He could not go home, because 
“who can sit in a taxi next to a dirty, 
smelly person…”

He said he had left home for the 
city lights and could not go home 
dressed in rags: “I still had my 
pride,” Dladla said.

He had been raised under diffi-

cult conditions by his single mother 
and when he turned 12 had been 
given a book to read by his moth-
er’s employer. “He told me to read 
and finish it, and promised me more 
books when I was done.”

Dladla read the book. The bene-
factor died before he could tell him 
that he now knew English and under-
stood the book, but he inherited an 
entire collection of  the man’s books.

“I was amazed. From that 
moment on I was inspired to read, 
and in books I found myself.”

The love nurtured there is what 
saved him from the cold, damp streets 
of  Jozi. “At night after I wrapped 
myself  in my blankets under Man-
dela Bridge I would write.”

He told the Unisa audience that 
he would write journals about his 
entire day, what happened, what 
stood out, the good and the bad: 
“But sometimes it would rain and 
that made my manuscripts soggy 
and spoilt, and the rats under that 
bridge, they love paper,” he said.

Dladla’s days were not spent beg-
ging. Instead, when he was not read-
ing he would offer passing motorists 
books and book reviews; he built up 
relationships and gained their trust, 
receiving requests for his opinion on 
books to read, and even being given 
money to buy them books.

Footage of  him in action was 
taken, posted on YouTube and it 
went viral. Jacana Media saw it and 
found him, gathered his manuscripts 
and published his book.

Dladla accepted the accolades and 
words of  appreciation from those at 
the event with emotion and tears. He 
was called an inspiration, the perfect 
example of  refusing to remain down 
even when the odds were against 
him.

“Books were my lifeline, I read 

and shared and was called MaBooks 
by fellow street dwellers,” he said. 
And when the time to get off  the 
street  came, self-help books worked 
for him. He did not go to rehab. 
“When you read the right books they 
recharge you,” he said.

The first edition of  his book Pave-

ment Bookworm has been sold out 
and reprints are being made.

Dladla reads to children in Joburg 
as part of  his Pavement Bookworm 
Foundation, through which he col-
lects and distributes books.

His aim is to spread the word on 
reading as far and wide as possible; 

to encourage everyone to read; and 
besides producing another book of  
his own he is involved in an initia-
tive to encourage children to write 
and produce books to be read by 
other children. “Nothing is impos-
sible with books,” he said.

 @ntsandvose
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Author of the book ‘The Pavement Bookworm’, Philani Dladla, at Unisa during the launch of his book.  PICTURE: OUPA MOKOENA

The South African Library for the Blind celebrated National Library Week by 
visiting Prinshof School in Tshwane.

THE SOUTH African Library for the 
Blind celebrated National Library 
Week with pupils from Prinshof  
School for the visually impaired in 
Tshwane.

The week was officially cele-
brated for the first time in 2002 and 
has become a very important day for 
the Library Information Association 
of  South Africa.

According to the director of  the 
association, Francois Hendrikz, it 

was the primary responsibility of  
the organisation to make the basic 
human right of  freedom of  access 
to information a reality. 

Hendrikz said Prinshof  was 
the second school among the 22 
schools for the blind in the country 
they had visited.The organisation 
also frequently kept in touch with 
the schools. “Reading is an activ-
ity shared and enjoyed by sighted 
and blind people alike. We tend to 
disregard people with disabilities 
and specifically blind and visually 

impaired during celebratory days 
and events,” said Hendrikz.

During the event, members of  the 
organisation engaged with pupils in 
spelling games and a reading com-
petition. 

Hendrikz perceived Prinshof  as 
one of  the biggest and well estab-
lished schools for the blind in the 
country.

Thia Strydom, a teacher at the 
school, said it was important for 
educators to continually encour-
age pupils to read, irrespective of  

whether they were blind or not.
Strydom said it was through read-

ing that people could broaden their 
mindset, knowledge and vocabulary. 

“There are disadvantaged blind 
children who do not have this priv-
ilege. So, I urge parents to assist 
children by looking for help at the 
nearest libraries,” she said.  

Hendrikz said they were commit-
ted to making it possible for people 
with visual impairment or blindness 
to read independently in a format 
most affordable to them. 

Focus on helping visually impaired to read 
LERATO TSHIPE

Parliament’s laws only in English not discrimination – court 
PARLIAMENT’S failure to publish 
national legislation only in English, 
and not in each of  the country’s 
11 languages does not constitute 
unfair language discrimination, the 
Supreme Court of  Appeal (SCA) in 
Bloemfontein confirmed. 

Afrikaans-speaking lawyer Cern-
eels Lourens from Brits, who has 
embarked on a quest to have the 
government acknowledge not only 

Afrikaans, but also all the other offi-
cial languages on an official level, 
turned to the SCA to advance his 
objective. 

He first turned to the Equality 
Court in the Western Cape in 2014 
to force the government to publish 
statutes in all 11 languages. Lourens 
said in failing to do so, the govern-
ment unfairly discriminated against 
the 10 languages left out. But Judge 
Bennie Griesel at the time found 

there was no constitutional duty on 
Parliament to publish or translate 
legislation into all official languages. 

Five judges of  the SCA agreed 
with Judge Griesel and turned down 
Lourens’s appeal. There may be some 
shortcomings in the government’s 
use of  the official languages, they 
found, but the practice of  Parliament 
in using English as the language for 
the passing of  bills, was not unfair. 

Judge CH Lewis said the Consti-

tution encouraged the protection of  
languages, but expressly allowed the  
government at national and provin-
cial level to use a minimum of  two of  
the official languages. The judge said 
it appears of  late that Parliament 
has been in breach of  its own rules 
and of  the Constitution, as many of  
the acts passed since 1996 have been 
published only in English. 

Amendments of  acts – even those 
in Afrikaans – have been done in 

English only. Former speaker of  Par-
liament Max Sisulu told the court 
that the only language all members 
of  Parliament understood was Eng-
lish. He did acknowledge that Parlia-
ment should do more to advance the 
use of  other official languages other 
than English, but he said there were 
time and resource constraints. 

Another expert told the court 
there are simply not enough trained 
translators to do what Lourens 

requires. Universities in the country 
do not produce enough graduates in 
translating. Judge Lewis said Par-
liament and the government should 
aspire to translate all statutes into 
all official languages, but the court 
did not have the power to order this. 

Lourens said he may have lost 
his SCA bid, but his application was 
not fruitless, as the court did say 
that there were some shortcomings 
regarding the language policy.

ZELDA VENTER 

Thuli must oust Tuks race hate fiends

P
UBLIC Protector Thuli 
Madonsela must unmask 
the identities of  people 
who masterminded pro-
tests and hate speech 

at the University of  Pretoria two 
weeks ago.

This is according to political 
movements and civic rights organi-
sations, which have teamed up to 
request the public protector to inves-
tigate incidents of  intimidation, 
hate speech and violence at Tuks.

Madonsela’s spokesman Oupa 

Segalwe said the complaint was 
received, but was still being assessed 
for investigation. 

“The outcome of  the assessment 
process will help the public protector 
to decide whether or not to investi-
gate the matter,” Segalwe added.

The complainants are the prov-
incial structures of  the SACP, ANC, 
AfriForum Youth, Cosatu, ANC 
Youth League, Young Commun-
ist League and the South African 
National Civic Organisation, on 

behalf  of  their supporters.
SACP provincial secretary Jacob 

Mamabolo said the organisations 
were asking Madonsela to investi-
gate any party or individuals who 
perpetuated anarchy and disruption.

Mamabolo said they were asking 
Madonsela to make recommenda-
tions on steps that must be taken 
against the perpetrators of  the  
violence. 

AfriForum Youth’s Morné 
Mostert said they took a decision 

to jointly make the request with 
the ANC-aligned organisations to 
Madonsela because they believed 
her office would ensure core values 
of  the Constitution were protected. 

“The public protector should also 
investigate threats made on social 
media platforms against the univer-
sity, students and employees,” he 
said. 

According to complainants, the 
temporary closure of  Tuks during 
the unrests as a result of  threats to 

life, bodily harm and property con-
stituted a violation of  the constitu-
tionally protected rights of  students 
and employees. 

They characterised the chaotic 
incidents that played themselves out 
at the institution as acts of  “vio-
lence, vandalism and hooliganism”.

The violence had its roots in 
the language policy, particular the 
use of  Afrikaans as a medium of  
instruction, and the phasing out of  
outsourcing of  general workers. It 

was initiated by the EFF Student 
Command.

The unrest ignited a flurry of  
messages on social media platforms; 
one of  the messages on Facebook 
perceived to be hate speech was 
posted by EFF student leader at Tuks 
Kabelo Mahlobogwane.

The message read: “The whole 
human race must die. We must kill 
white supremacy, arrogance and 
privilege now. 

“The time of  the revolution is 
now. There is one race; the human 
race. #AfrikaansMustFall.”

The message drew several 
responses. 

ANC, SACP, AfriForum in joint call to public protector to find culpritsRAPULA MOATSHE
rapula.moatshe@inl.co.za

R348 000 for man hurt on overcrowded train

AN OVERCROWDED coach which 
caused an early morning commuter 
to be pushed out of  the train by others 
who made a last-minute attempt to get 
on the train will cost the Passenger 
Rail Agency of  South Africa (Prasa) 
R348 000 in damages.

Kenny Mokwena of  Tembisa 
initially claimed R500 000 from the rail 
agency in the high court in Pretoria. 

He claimed that Prasa had a duty to 
ensure its paying commuters were safe 
when they used the trains.

Mokwena said he boarded the train 
on August 25, 2010, at around 5am at a 
station near Tembisa. 

He was on his way to work at Elands
fontein. When the train stopped at 

Beirchleigh station a crowd of  com-
muters boarded and it was, according 

to Mokwena, totally overcrowded.
Mokwena was standing inside the 

train with his back to the door on the 
opposite side from where the commut-
ers tried to board. 

He was pushed by the crowd against 
the door, which was forced open in the 
process.

Mokwena said he tried to keep his 
balance by holding on to the bands 
hanging from the roof, but they broke 
and he fell out of  the train as a result 
and landed on his back between the 
tracks. 

Mokwena’s next memory was of  
someone holding his hand and asking 
him if  he was hurt. 

He tried to walk down the stairs of  
the station, but he fell down.

He lay unattended there for some 
time, while everyone was simply walk-
ing past him or stepping over him, he 
said.

Heexperienced excruciating pain in 
his back and he feared that he would be 
crippled for the rest of  his life.

An ambulance eventually arrived 
and he was taken to hospital, where 
he remained for four days. Apart from 
suffering a severe back injury, he also 
suffered chest and shoulder injuries.

He blamed the accident on Prasa, 
saying that the rail company should 
avoid overloading its trains. Mokwena 
said Prasa should have enough employ-
ees on duty, especially at peak hours, to 
ensure that things ran orderly.

Prasa denied any wrongdoing and 
stated that Mokwena was the author 
of  his own demise. 

It said that he was careless and had 
been standing at a dangerous position 
– near the door inside the train.

The court, however, concluded that 
Prasa was liable for Mokwena’s dam-
ages.

ZELDA VENTER
zelda.venter@inl.co.za
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The staff of the South African Library for 
the Blind recently attended the annual 
Puku Story Festival 2016. The festival 
seeks to spark children’s interest in 
storytelling and reading in isiXhosa.

This year the festival celebrated the 
work of internationally acclaimed writer 
and daughter of the Eastern Cape,  
Dr Sindiwe Magona. The festival took the 
form of author conversations, exhibitions 
poetry readings, storytelling sessions, 
theatre performances, workshops a 
book launch and a thanksgiving service 
held at St Phillips Church in Fingo Village.

 

Above: SALB Staff: (from left to right) 
Pasha Alden, Vuyokazi Mandogana 
and Pumla Mahanjana.

Some of this years’ highlights included:

• Dr Sindiwe Magona, in association 
with the National English Literary 
Museum and Grocott’s Mail, launched 
her latest book “Chasing The Trails Of 
My Fathers Cattle” 

• An open day to celebrate 
International Mother Tongue Day at 
the Puku Story Festival, with storytelling, 
games, face painting, reading corner 
and more. 

]

• A theatrical production of mother to 
mother followed by a Post-Performance 
discussion with Thembi Mtshali-Jones 
and writer Dr Sindiwe Magona.

Various staff members of the SALB 
attended author conversations, exhibi- 
tions poetry readings, storytelling 
sessions, theatre performances, work- 
shops. They showcased products and 
services produced and utilized by 
the SALB and as a result thereof were 
approached by the Puku Story Festival 
organizers to host their own workshop 
next year.

Above: Children taking part in various 
activities on offer at the Puku Story 
Festival.

SALB staff members were also given 
the opportunity to engage with various 
children in preschool, primary school, 
teenagers, parents, care-givers, teachers 
and members of the general public.

Worth notable mention include: 

Award-winning writers and storytellers 
including Sindiwe Magona and Gcina 
Mhlope agreed to join our home 
narrators pool.

David Phillips publishers who promised 
to donate books in print copy as well as 
audio copies.

Nal’ibali (isiXhosa for “here’s the story”) 
the national reading-for-enjoyment 
campaign to spark children’s potential 
through storytelling and reading 
promised to supply the SALB with 
storytelling content for tactile books.

The SALB through the efforts of various 
staff members who attended the Puku 
Story Festival was able to recruit new 
narrators and promoted the library in 
different sectors which have shown 
interest.
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Left: Dr Sindiwe Magona

Above: Noluvuyo Yona of the SALB 
engaging with a Puku Story Festival 
attendee who visited our stand.

By SALB Puku Festival Organizing Committee 2016:  Nobesuthu Lose, Nombasa 

Kate, Patricia Magabie, Portia Mqeke, Andrew Brooks, Luke Adriaan, Loyiso 

Kalashe, Lethabo Ledwaba, Thembile Gxekwa, Helen Samuels, Unathi Ngangani, 

Florence Jadi, Vuyo Madongana, Noluvuyo Yona and Pumla Mahanjana.

Above: Dr Sindiwe Magona’s latest 
book “Chasing The Trails Of My Fathers 
Cattle”


